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Chapter Directorôs note ï   

                 

                                                       Come ride with us 

 

 

  

Carlos and Dee stepped down and the new Georgia Director is Tommy and Vicki 

Martin. 

Wing Ding is just around the corner. Anyone wanting to hook up for a ride over give me 

a call and will let you know who is going and what day they are traveling. Deb and I plan 

to travel early on the 6th, plan to get there around noon. If that fits your schedule give us 

a call and we will ride together. 

Donôt forget to keep your passport books updated; the Alabama District will be having a 

drawing for a $50.00 gas card. Names will be submitted when you have fifty entries in 

your passbook for the drawing. I will have the details of the drawing at the next meeting. 

The Chapter N ladies are doing a great job planning the 25th Anniversary celebration on 

the 23rd of July at the Rainbow City Civic Center. Hope to see you there and bring a 

friend.  

We are looking forward to the July meeting. We are expecting visitors from Chapter A in 

Mobile. Letôs give them a dose of the good ole Chapter N hospitality. See you at the 

meeting. 

Gerald & Debbie Russell 

 

 

 

Who let the HOT out? Between the scorching 

temperatures and the humidity our riding for the 

month of June has been limited. We have spent 

a lot of time inside trying to stay cool. We did 

manage to get in one good ride on the 11th, The 

Mystery ride took us on a rain dodging route to 

Rainbow City for a great meal at El Tapitio. 

Everyone said ñLetôs do it againò so I am 

chalking this one up as a success.  

We did not make the Georgia Rally this time but 

those that did said it was a good one. It was a 

work weekend for Deb and she grounded me. 



Quote of the month- 

This nation will remain the land of the free only so long as it is the home of the brave.  

~Elmer Davis 

 

GWRRA-AL-Nôs 25th Anniversary is this year- 

Our 25th Anniversary Party will be at the Rainbow City Community Center beginning at 

5:30 PM on 23 July.  Join us for our celebration.  

 

Address: 3702 Rainbow Drive 

               Rainbow City, Al 
 

 

 

 

                       

 

ACDôs note ï 
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Ride safe and have fun 

Harold & Shari 

Well, here we are at the mid-year point.  If you like hot 

weather, July will be your month.   Enjoy! 

 

In June we got the opportunity to attend Chapter Tôs 

Fun Day and a 3-day vacation trip to Charleston SC. 

 

Storm clean up is complete and the truck has been 

repaired.  We are still making those post retirement 

home restorations.  Maybe we can call it done very 

soon.   

 

We are looking forward to Wing Ding 33, going to 4-

wheel it with the AC on.    
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Membership Enhancement Coordinatorsô note- 

            

If Wing Ding is anything as exciting as Thunder Beach, I know we will be thrilled! I know 

many will be leaving on the 6th driving up and if you would like to join and ride as a 

group, keep watching the weekly update to see who is going and when. June has been 

a great month for riding, even in the heat. We enjoyed the third of our ñride challengeò 

which was a city starting with the letter ñRò. We ended up in Rainbow City for a fun time 

with friends at El Tapitio. We look forward to a great time in July with everyone and 

hope we have a large group going to Wing Ding from Chapter N.  Donôt forget to set 

time aside on July 23rd for the 25 Birthday party of Coosa Valley Wings, that will be in 

Rainbow City. Remember, our chapter is only what we make it, so invite those you think 

would also enjoy the safety, knowledge and fun, we always have!  

See you at Wing Ding! 

Mike and Darlene 

 

Educatorôs note-   STOP THAT BIKE!! 

                 

 

Well, Wing Ding is almost here! If you havenôt made 

your plans to go you can still probably squeeze in. 

Wing Ding will begin on the 6th of July and run 

through Saturday the 9th. This will be the first Wing 

Ding that Darlene and I have attended and we are 

very excited to go. As far as motorcycle rallies we 

have always attended the one in Panama City Beach 

each year in May known as ñThunder Beach.ò 

 "Did you see that car? He pulled out right in 
front of us. We almost hit him!" Has this ever 
happened to you? (It happened very recently 
to us.)  Ever wonder just how fast you can 
stop your bike? 
 
 With a few good techniques and a little 

practice the answer is a lot faster than you 

think. The two main techniques are 

squeezing the front brake rapidly instead of 

grabbing it, and taking advantage of the 

weight shift to use even more front brake. 

The practice takes just a few minutes in a 

parking lot every couple of months. 

 



 

As you start braking, about half your weight is on each wheel. If you apply both brakes 

hard without grabbing the front brake, your weight will shift forward and you can 

squeeze the front brake even harder, while you let up a little on the rear. It takes only 

about half a second for your weight to shift so you can add more front brake. It is 

because of this weight change that about 70% of your braking power is on the front. 

When all the extra weight shifts forward, your front tire gets harder to lock, while the rear 

gets easier to lock. 

 

If you ever lock the front tire, release the front brake and come right back down on it. 

This is exactly the opposite of what you want to do with the rear if it locks. You can 

release a locked rear if you're perfectly straight, but if you've turned sideways and you 

unlock the rear wheel, you can highside--not something you do for fun. 

 

An empty parking lot is the perfect place to practice. Start out at 10-15 miles per hour. 

The techniques are the same for any speed, but you don't need as much room to 

practice in if your speed is lower. 

 

When you get back onto the streets, you need to add only one more technique--looking 

out for other vehicles. If you're braking hard, this means checking your mirrors before 

you start to make sure you're not being tailgated. If you're in a situation where you might 

have to brake suddenly, cover both brakes to cut your reaction time to about half. This 

shaves a few feet off what by now is your already- impressive stopping distance. 

 

Rain can affect your stopping distance more than it affects your technique. You can't 

stop as quickly in the rain. Because you can't brake as hard, there will not be as much 

of your weight that shifts forward. That means braking less hard overall and using a 

smaller percentage of front brake. Otherwise, techniques are the same. 

Having someone pull out in front of you while you're in a turn adds another factor--

stopping in a curve. When this happens, straighten the handlebars and the bike. Then 

stop. Don't try to mix the two.  These few techniques and a little practice should get your 

stopping off to a good start. 

 

Safety is a group thing!! 

 

Rick & Laura Brothers 

AL-N Rider Educators 

 
 
 



2011 Ride Challenge-   5 more rides to go ride  

Spelling out GWRRA-AL-N by a series of 8-rides to Alabama Cities for lunch or dinners. 

G ï Guntersville   éééééwe did it on 19 March         

 W ï Woodville  ééééééwe did it on 16 April      

R ï Rainbow City éééé.we did it on 11 June 

 R ï ???? ééééé.we will do it soon 

  A ï Alexandria   

   A ï Arab  

L ï Leesburg 

       N ï New market  

 
Here we are by Lake Guntersville 

 

        
At Woodville, Alabama with our banner      

 


